
WELCOME
As a result of new technology, the 
operational footprint of the former Esholt 
Water Treatment Works has reduced 
significantly over recent years, leaving 
large areas of formerly operational land 
redundant and unused.  We believe we 
have a responsibility to put this land to 
positive use.

Today’s event is intended to provide you 
with some early information about our 
ambition to transform the site into a 
vibrant, highly sustainable and innovative 
place for people to live, work and play – a 
beacon of positive living.  

To achieve this, we would like to work in 
collaboration with you to understand your 
issues and desires for the area.  So, please 
do speak with one of our team here today 
and provide feedback on a comment form, 
or alternatively online at 
www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk.

Following this event, we will be working 
hard to take on board your comments as 
we continue to develop our design strategy 
for the site.  We will present an update on 
our thinking at our Consultation event on 
Wednesday 18th July 2018.

Esholt
A beacon of positive living
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Our team
Light House, Somerset

Hothorpe Hall, Leicestershire

City Fields, Wakefield

EcoHomes, Somerset

Enterprise Area Masterplan, Bath

Belton House, Grantham

Our team has a collective wealth of experience delivering truly exceptional projects 
across the UK

The Eden Project, Cornwall

Skelton Gate, Leeds

Bicester EcoTown, Oxfordshire

Linking nature with the built environment

Local major employment scheme

Producing a template for a modern family home Sustainable housing in a riverside natural location

A connected future plan for a World Heritage city

A sensitive development in a Listed Woodland Exemplar local centre

A sustainable new community

Working with nature to create a special place



The story so far
The 1700s 1977

The 1920’s

2014

1980

Esholt Hall constructed Incinerator
built

3 mile sewer tunnel 
constructed

Esholt continues 
to become 
smaller, faster, 
cleaner

Esholt first uses 
electricity

1706 Sir Walter Calverley built 
Esholt Hall, reputedly over the 
cellars of a dismantled nunnery.

‘In the UK, 
sewage sludge 
incineration 
was pioneered 
in the Yorkshire 
region’.

The disposal tunnel connected 
Bradford’s sewers to Esholt 
Bradford Beck was freed of 
sewage for the first time.

2016
Green Apple
Innovation
Award
For remediating the 
filter beds.

Large parts of 
the site now 
redundant.

2017
THP opens
Cutting edge 
technology helps to 
power the site using 
sludge power.

1700’s 1920’s 1980’s 2014 2018



Local issues

Traffic

Housing

Flooding

Jobs

Community

Landscape

Biodiversity

Esholt Village

New housing developments in 
locality are selling off-plan in 
response to high demand. 

Esholt site sits at a higher level 
than the River Aire, which is a 
source of flooding in the area.

Higher ground to north east of 
Esholt has potential to cause 
flooding to the existing Esholt 
Village.

There is a need for more quality 
local jobs, as well as a better stock 
of sustainable employment sites to 
support new and existing business.

The Esholt site is neighbour to local 
communities and has the potential to 
impact the daily lives of people who 
live in them. There is a responsibility 
to protect and enhance these 
communities into the future.

This large brownfield site 
detracts from an otherwise 
beautiful landscape.

Given its former use, large parts of 
the site are previously developed 
and offer relatively poor habitat 
for local wildlife. The site is largely 
impermeable in places, with poor 
linkages to surrounding landscapes 
and habitats.

Apperley Bridge

Issues with through traffic and, 
particularly, parking.

Congestion at Apperley Lane 
entrance to site. Apperley Bridge 
Park and Ride already at capacity.



Learning
We have spent time visiting other 
parts of the UK and Europe to 
understand how other leading 
developments have positively 
responded to the issues they faced.

The Eden Project, Cornwall De Stad van de Zon, The Netherlands

De Stad van de Zon, The NetherlandsArcadia, CambridgeshireHanham Hall, BristolWapping Wharf, Bristol

Paintworks, Bristol Amersfoort, The Netherlands Almere, The Netherlands Elmswell, Suffolk Dyson Headquarters, Wiltshire

The BedZed Project, South London

Arcadia, Cambridgeshire



Our ambition
To create a place that is...

Enhancing Esholt Village
Promoting community, supporting 
local businesses and homes.

Controlling Traffic
Rationalise traffic flows and parking.

Exemplar Residential Development
Pushing the boundaries of sustainable 
development.

Esholt Operational Treatment Works
Becoming cleaner, faster, smarter.

Environmental Enhancement
Promoting walking, cycling, recreation 
and biodiversity.

Improving Sustainable Transport
Supporting pedestrians and cyclists.
Making better use of our waterways.

Apperley Bridge Station
Supporting sustainable growth.

Home for Local Industry and 
Innovative employment
Power and water from the treatment 
works, reduced reliance on grid.

A Beacon

Innovative

Collaborative

Transformative

Unique

Sustainable

Market
Leading

Inspiring



Our approach
We aim to create a beacon of positive living through:

Health & Wellbeing Transport & Mobility

Biodiversity Material Use

Social Value Water

Long-Term Value Energy

Embracing active design, promoting 
good air quality, natural light, mobility, 
and community farming. 

Improving access to sustainable 
modes of transport, reducing reliance 
on car, controlling traffic flows and 
protecting the quality of life for those 
who live in and around Esholt.

Embracing the site’s setting, integrating 
with surrounding woodland through 
comprehensive landscaping. Restoring 
a healthy and positive relationship with 
nature.

Re-using site waste material and using new 
materials that are non-toxic, ecologically 
restorative, transparent and socially equitable.

Delivering dwellings, employment spaces, 
amenities and recreational facilities that 
support the community and are accessible 
to all.

Dramatically reduced water consumption.  
Striving to meet its needs through captured 
rainwater, closed-loop systems and recycled 
water.

Adopting positive development principles 
to increase the value of place.

Striving for zero-carbon development, delivering 
a safe, reliable and decentralised energy network, 
supplying incredibly efficient buildings and 
infrastructure through renewable energy.



Residential

Spaces for community

Providing a soft transition to the natural settingSustainable drainage

Communal recreation spaces

Living alongside nature

Sensitive use of local materials



Innovative employment

Sensitive relationship with the landscape

High quality working environments

Creating a relationship with water



Sustainable transport

Reducing vehicle presence New parking facilities

Cycle and footpath networks Keeping commercial and construction traffic away from Esholt village

We will develop a robust strategy that improves access 
to sustainable modes of transport, reduces the reliance 
on cars, controls traffic flows and protects the quality of 
life for those who live in and around Esholt.



High quality recreational spaces

Investigate using old sludge lagoons for flood alleviation

Greater connection with water

Environmental enhancement

Links to the surrounding footpaths

New cycle paths

Improved drainage solutions

Enhancing biodiversity

Reinforcing path networks

Opening the landscape to all
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Get involved

You can provide feedback on today’s event,
by visiting:

www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk

Or by sending an email to:

feedback@esholtpositiveliving.co.uk

To give us time to process and take in your comments 
could you please return these by the end of 

Sunday 8th June

Thank you for participating. We hope to see 
you again on Wednesday 18th July 2018.
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