
WELCOME
As a result of new technology, the 
operational footprint of the former Esholt 
Water Treatment Works has reduced 
significantly over recent years, leaving 
large areas of formerly operational land 
redundant and unused.  We believe we 
have a responsibility to put this land to 
positive use.

Today’s event is intended to provide you 
with some early information about our 
ambition to transform the site into a 
vibrant, highly sustainable and innovative 
place for people to live, work and play – a 
beacon of positive living.  

To achieve this, we would like to work in 
collaboration with you to understand your 
issues and desires for the area.  So, please 
do speak with one of our team here today 
and provide feedback on a comment form, 
or alternatively online at 
www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk.

Following this event, we will be working 
hard to take on board your comments as 
we continue to develop our design strategy 
for the site.  We will present an update on 
our thinking at our Consultation event on 
Wednesday 18th July 2018.

Esholt
A beacon of positive living



We would like to thank you for sharing your 
thoughts during the events we held on Monday 
2nd July. 

We have also received a number of emails 
and comments on the websites which we will 
respond to as we progress. 

Your thoughts, comments, concerns and 
insights are really useful in helping us positively 
shape the future of the Esholt Waste Water 
Treatment works. To the right are the post-it 
notes that were captured during the previous 
consultation event which we have transcribed 
word for word and themed accordingly. 

We have tried to respond to as many of these 
comments as possible through the boards 
located around the room. However, please 
bear with us as we are at the earliest stages of 
the project and have not yet had time to fully 
develop our thoughts.

We would like to continue our dialogue and 
thus continue to welcome comments. Please do 
speak to one of the team hear today, or provide 
feedback on a comment form, or alternatively 
online at www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk.

Following this event, we will continue to work 
hard to take on board your comments as we 
develop our design strategy for the site.  We will 
present an update on our thinking in September 
2018.

What we heard



We aim to create a beacon of positive living through undertaking the following:

Our approach

Transport & access is a primary concern 
and there is the need to develop a 
comprehensive multi-modal transport 
strategy that improves the current traffic 
problems at both the north and south of 
the site. 

Develop a comprehensive transport and mobility strategy for the development to reduce traffic 
and provide easy and efficient access to the site. 
This should consider: 
• New bus routes.
• Improvements to junctions at Station Road, Greengates, Apperley Road and Apperley Lane.
• Assess the feasibility of improvements to the Park and Ride. 
• Careful planning of walkways and cycle paths to promote healthy transport. 
For more detail see the Traffic and Transport Board.

To continue to actively engage existing and future community to align development with 
community needs. This should:
• Create a sustainable housing mix and density.
• Provide community recreational facilities that increase amenity and social value.
• Provide accessibility to all members of society.
See Creating new homes and Creating Innovative workspace boards for more details.

• Undertake a study into the character of the local area so that future development is respectful 
of existing community.

• Develop a process for assessing value holistically based on multi-criteria value assessment.
• Deliver high market value through adopting positive development principals.

Transport and mobility
Improve access to sustainable modes of 
transport, reduce reliance on car, control 
traffic flows and protect and enhance the 
quality of life for those who live in and 
around Esholt.

Social value
Deliver dwellings, employment spaces, 
amenities and recreational facilities that 
support the community and are accessible 
to all.

Long term value
Adopt positive development principles to 
increase the value of place

There is a need to ensure that land uses / 
mixes are complementary to the existing 
community and also consider ownerships 
structure and commercial models to 
promote management and maintenance to 
deliver long-term social value.

There is a desire for a high quality 
development that provides an economic 
benefit for the surrounding communities 
and businesses through quality architecture 
and appropriate land-use / mix respectful 
of local life styles.

What we heard Theme / aim Next steps



We aim to create a beacon of positive living through undertaking the following:

Our approach

There is a need to address a range of 
environmental issues including the current 
fly problems, smells and a desire to 
maintain a quite and peaceful environment.

• Undertake actions that address current issues including smells and insects.
• Undertake a study to identify natural assets and opportunities to enhance the ecological value 

of the site and inform landscape strategy potentially incorporating allotments, green/brown 
roofs and naturalised landscape.

• Improve the management & maintenance of existing woodland.
See “Landscape Enhancement” boards for more details.

• Develop a health and wellbeing strategy for the development which incorporates active design 
and access to nature; incorporates public art and design features intended for human delight 
and the celebration of culture, spirit and place.

• Promote quality views, natural light, fresh air; measures and monitor well-being factors 
throughout the life of the development.

• Develop an integrated resources strategy for the site to minimize construction and operational 
resource consumption through employing hierarchical, synergistic and circular approaches. 

• This should aspire to be carbon neutral, have a positive impact on the water cycle and source 
appropriate local materials where feasible.

Environment
Embrace the site’s setting, integrating 
with surrounding woodland through 
comprehensive landscaping to  restore 
a healthy and positive relationship with 
nature.

Health and wellbeing
Embrace active design, promote good 
air quality, natural light, mobility, and 
community farming. 

Positive resource use
Minimise and where possible create rather 
than consumes resources such as energy, 
water, materials and food.

There is a strong appetite to improve access 
to nature and incentivise healthily lifestyles 
through walkways and cycle paths. 
Safety and security are also key 
considerations

There is a need to consider resource 
consumption and its associated 
environmental impact.

What we heard Theme / aim Next steps



Traffic and Transport

Measures to better manage and control the speed of vehicles, and to offer 
improved and safer provision for cyclists and pedestrians

Review the current barrier and permitting system to control through flows.  Likely to be 
restricted to use by buses, cyclists and local residents only. 

We are investigating the feasibility and benefits of providing a bus service through the 
site, linking with the park and ride.

The provision of a new access further south provides the opportunity to reduce traffic 
from the existing access at The Avenue.

Provision of new access road connecting the site with the A658, to provide the necessary 
capacity and the opportunity to downgrade the existing junction.

Further improvements are likely to be required to provide the necessary capacity to 
minimise and queues and delays.

Implementation of traffic signals, and possible vehicle movement restrictions, to provide 
an increase in capacity along the A658.

Improvement measures to provide further capacity, by restricting some turning 
movements, localised carriageway widening and linking of traffic signals.

Implementation of a major Council led scheme to reduce congestion and offer improved 
and safer provision for cyclists and pedestrians.

Enhancements to The Avenue

New access to the site from A658

Downgrade The Avenue access

Restrict through movements for vehicles

Bus routes

Improvements to the Park and Ride access junction

Major improvements to the Greengates junction

Upgrades to the existing car park in Esholt

Increase capacity on A658 southbound

Apperley Road and Apperley Lane junction improvements

We are working to put together a package of improvements to reduce transport 
issues for the surrounding area:

Station road junction improvement
Implementation of traffic signals to assist vehicle movements in and out 
of Station Road



Creating new homes

Learning from our neighbours
Working to preserve and enhance the setting of 
Esholt Conservation Area

Reducing flood risk

Creating a sustainable housing 
mix and density

Breaking boundaries and bringing 
nature back into the site

Esholt
Figure Ground Plan
1:1000

Figure ground plan of Esholt - 
We will be using this as a guide for 
form and scale, creating a community 
that sits harmoniously with Esholt.

Removing the filter bed walls to 
the south and west.

Encouraging water to permeate through the site, slowing it 
with a series of sustainable measures to reduce local flood risk.

Existing water movement Proposed water movement

Draw nature into and through the 
site creating links for biodiversity.

We will be working to pick 
up on local details and work 
with existing local materials.

We will be working to create a mix of housing that 
reflects the needs of the local area, targeting a density of 
between 15 - 30dph.
This would provide approximately 100-150 new homes.

Esholt Conservation Area

Household study



Creating new homes

Creating shared working spaces

Reducing visual impact

A truly sustainable place to live

Creating an open community

This will be an open community with many public 
recreation spaces, permeated throughout with 
pedestrian and cycle routes accessible by all.

We would like to use the existing levels of the 
settlement tanks to reduce the overall height of the 
houses on the site.

The overarching sustainability vision for the project is to be a 
beacon for ‘positive living’ and responsible development in 
Yorkshire and the UK.

We would like to provide spaces that would 
allow desk space to be shared between the new 
community and existing Esholt community.
• An opportunity for a locally run cafe using local 

produce.
• Powered by sustainable technologies to keep 

running costs low.
• Hi-speed internet and wifi for effective work spaces.

DEVELOP THE 
PERFECT BRIEF

TOWARDS NET POSITIVE ENERGY

2/14/2018 3ADAPT 21

DEVELOP THE 
PERFECT BRIEF

TOWARDS NET POSITIVE WATER

2/14/2018 3ADAPT 19Net positive energy strategy Net positive water strategy



Creating innovative workspaces

A sustainable mix of uses
Due to the unique location and high quality setting of the 
site, market analysis has indicated that it would be most 
attractive to innovators, entrepreneurs and investors who 
need a high quality base which reflects their growing 
businesses. 
• We would propose that the use of the site is restricted 

to office and high-quality light industrial uses, with 
no space for incineration, chemical treatment or 
distribution.

• In general, plot sizes will be between 500m2 and 5000m2.
• We would also like to propose a small convenience store 

within the site which could serve locals and workers.

Restriction on noise and pollution

Controlling traffic

We will be working with Bradford Council, and will work 
with you to agree responsible and restrictions on noise 
and potential pollution levels from the site. 

We are working on a package of improvements to 
reduce traffic stress. These are shown in more detail on 
the Traffic and transport board.

We will also be restricting the access through the site 
towards Esholt to prevent construction and commercial 
traffic impacting the existing community.

Retaining and maintaining 
the green buffer
We will be restricting development strictly 
within the boundary of the filter beds, 
reinforcing the woodland boundaries that 
surround the site.

Working to fufill an 
employment need
We would like to create the high quality 
working environments which are much needed 
in this area.

Bradford Council have identified this area as an 
Economic Growth Area



Landscape Enhancements

Concern about repair of wall
This repair of the wall on Apperley Lane 
has now been planned and 
will be completed by the end of 
the summer.

How will the landscape be managed?
Public access will be encouraged and will be 
properly managed. This differs from the current 
way in which the landscape has been treated.
We are considering different options for how 
best to manage this, which could take the 
form of a separate company or a trust.

Linking to key cycle routes
We will be working with 
neighbouring urban planning groups to 
ensure that walking and cycle routes are 
linked across the site.

Clearance of Sludge Pads
18 month process to remove sludge and 
potentially become a nature reserve.

Concern about flies
The secondary filter beds are in the 
process of being cleared of all 
organic material which will remove this 
source of flies.



As a result of new technology, the 
operational footprint of the former Esholt 
Water Treatment Works has reduced 
significantly over recent years, leaving 
large areas of formerly operational land 
redundant and unused.  We believe we 
have a responsibility to put this land to 
positive use.

Today’s event is intended to provide you 
with some early information about our 
ambition to transform the site into a 
vibrant, highly sustainable and innovative 
place for people to live, work and play – a 
beacon of positive living.  

To achieve this, we would like to work in 
collaboration with you to understand your 
issues and desires for the area.  So, please 
do speak with one of our team here today 
and provide feedback on a comment form, 
or alternatively online at 
www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk.

Following this event, we will be working 
hard to take on board your comments as 
we continue to develop our design strategy 
for the site.  We will present an update on 
our thinking at our Consultation event on 
Wednesday 18th July 2018.

Stay involved

Just like at the last event, you can provide 
feedback and see updates on today’s event,

by visiting:

www.esholtpositiveliving.co.uk

Or by sending an email to:

feedback@esholtpositiveliving.co.uk

Thank you for participating. We hope to see 
you again after the summer.
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